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Abstract

The research on the Implementation and Challenges of Pro-Poor Students Scholarship
Program at Primary in Phnom Penh is based on the executive principle and guidance from the
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport on national and sub national scholarship programs.
However, the study was not cover the whole country; only seven target schools with scholarships
for poor students in different seven districts in Phnom Penh were selected. A total of 172
correspondents were interviewed in various ways including key individuals such as directors of
education, officers of education, officers of district education, principals of schools, teachers in
charge of the poor-student classes who received scholarships from the programs and guardians of

students.

The study showed that 83.3% of scholarship information was reached by poor students
through teachers and flags respecting time or posting information on blackboards at schools as the
most effective outlets while only 16.7% was known from villages, neighborhoods or authorities.
Another finding showed that the home-based verification from local committees was only 12.1%

among all students so that the selection for scholarship programs was not in the right approach.

At the same time, the study also found several challenges that 64% of the students at the
selected schools had serious difficulties in their living, 59% needed study materials and 39%
lacked daily transportation to and from schools. In addition, 19% of parents faced difficulties and
took long time for traveling to receive too little supports from the scholarship programs. At last,
there are also some suggestions from all concerned parties: (1) increasing funding for scholarship
officers, (2) increasing trainings on program management; (3) increasing the mechanism and
budget for monitoring and management; (4) increasing the amount of scholar students. Providing
scholarships to poor students at definite institutions to promote gender equality, of which 60% are
female and 40% are male. Reasons for prioritizing female more than male because female students

are more vulnerable to drop out of school, but better performing.
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