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Abstract

This study was conducted to study the views of teachers, students, guardians,
students and experts on Khmer reading ability and procedures for improving Khmer
reading ability in grade 7 of Svay Rolum Secondary School. This study was conducted with
16 students, parents, teachers from Svay Rolum Secondary School and Khmer literature
experts. At the same time, it is done in a qualitative way, using semi-structured interviews
with all questions in the form of open-ended questions. By analyzing the collected data, we
see that the reading ability of the students in the 7th grade of Svay Rolum Secondary School
is different and the level is not the same. Only about 20 percent of all students are able to
read well, and about 50 percent of all students are able to read well. Students with reading
disabilities make up 30 percent of the total number of students. And for the part where they
are very weak in understanding the words, understanding the meaning of the text and
answering questions on the text that requires in-depth analysis. Then, for the reason that
students have limited reading ability, it is caused by 7 problems that this study found (1).
Problems of students who do not pay attention to study hard, lazy to read, not in the habit
of reading (2). School problem factors that refer to the quality of leadership and
encouragement from the school management, the use of traditional teaching methods that
do not promote reading and the problem of large numbers of students in each class (3).
Family problems that lack attention to their children's education (4). Students lack the
basics from primary school (5). The problem is that the library does not have a proper place
to read, there are no books that attract readers (6). Social factors that lack the value of
reading and (7). Basic textbook factors that should be updated to be more attractive. At the
same time, we all know that the ability to read is inseparable from reading. As a result,
students' reading habits improve. However, this research found that students in the seventh
grade of Svay Rolum Secondary School do not like reading and do not have a habit of
reading regularly. They spend no more than 30 minutes a day reading, and the books they
read are nothing more than textbooks. In addition, during the reading, they try to read only
words or read smoothly, but do not observe the meaning of the word or text. And (7). Basic
textbook factors that should be updated to be more attractive. At the same time, a student
reported that when he read books in the library, he felt like a stranger and different, so he
eventually stopped going to the library. In addition, most students spend more time on the
phone than reading books. These are the things that show the negative attitude towards the
reading habits of students at Svay Rolum Secondary School. The procedures that teachers
have implemented in the past include efforts to teach the basics of reading at the beginning
of the class, overtime by having students practice reading in small groups, and helping the
weak to learn to read at play time. Let the teacher listen. In addition, they also instill the
value of reading to parents and help their children read more at home every time the school
has a meeting with them. In addition, through interviews with experts, teachers and parents,
researchers also received additional data on procedures to help students develop their
reading skills in other ways. These include: (1) cultivating students' reading habits through
the assistance of parents, teachers and other stakeholders (2). Teachers ‘teaching must use
new teaching methods that diversify students' reading practice (3). The Ministry of



Education, Youth and Sports, as well as relevant institutions, must use social media to
support the promotion of reading, and if reading, the Ministry must also consider additional
textbooks or produce reading aids in addition to reading. And further procedures are
focused on the quality of the library by training library teachers to understand how to read,
organize the library and determine the topic of books that students like to read and useful
for readers. And in addition, the final procedure is to make students wake up, want to read,
love to read and cultivate more reading habits.
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Empowering educators with ethical
and evidence-based practices
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