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Abstract

The purpose of this study were: (1) to find out what factors influencing on the career
choices of high school students in Cambodia, and (2) to find out the differences among
the factors influencing on the career choices of high school students based on gender and
parents” occupation types. To meet the above objectives, this study was conducted in the
form of a quantitative study using 80 questionnaires (5 levels of indication ). The sample
that participated in this study was 1,520 students in the 12th grade of the 2021-2022 school
year from 18 high schools in 9 provinces in Cambodia. The data collected from the above
sample were analyzed by using Descriptive Statistics and Inferential Statistics to interpret
the research results.

The research finding revealed that there are two main factors influencing the career
choices of high school students in Cambodia: (1) External factors (include sub factors:
family factor, school factor, labor market information factor; and socio-economic factor),
(2) Internal factors (include sub factors: self-efficacy factor, occupational expectation
factor, self-perceive talent factor; and personal identity factor). Analysis using descriptive
statistics shows that external factors influence the career choices of high school students
in Cambodia more than internal factors. The results of the analysis using inferential
statistics show that external factors affect the career choices of high school students vary
depending on the occupation of the student’s parents, while the internal factors affect the
career choices of high school students vary depending on the gender of the students.
Based on these results, the researchers made five recommendations: (1) Policy makers
should strengthen the mechanism for implementing career guidance programs and
providing comprehensive consultation and sharing of labor market information at the
national and institutional levels. (2) school level should strengthen the implementation of
career guidance and counseling service, and vocational orientation programs for students,

(3) Parents or families of students should expand their understanding of the evolving

Vi



situation of society and provide a career orientation basis for their children to target their
personal needs and abilities, (4) Individual students should gather as much relevant
information as possible and self-assess properly before deciding on a future career; and
(5) Researchers should continue to examine the possibility of in-depth study on the level
of influence of factors influencing career choices, as well as be able to propose the

necessary approaches that support the career selection process of high school students.
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g LY 10 t  pvalue
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10e usg [ﬁi t p-value

M S.D. M S.D.

9 mimgginIYan G.99 0.fl¢ ¢.9m 0.9& -0.48 o0.6d
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685 Cronbach’s Alpha $35&5

Reliability Statistics

)

HIBCRERNI|PERR LS

Cronbach's | Cronbach's Alpha Based N of Iltems
Alpha on Standardized Items
.969 971 80
Summary Iltem Statistics
Mean | Minimu | Maximu | Range | Maximum / | Variance | N of
m m Minimum Items
Item Means 3.737( 2.956 4.340( 1.384 1.468 .053 80
Item Variances .718 473 1.343 .870 2.839 .029 80
Inter-ltem 294 .036 .706 .670 19.571 .009 80
Correlations
Item-Total Statistics
Scale Mean if Scale Corrected Cronbach's
ltem Deleted Variance if Item-Total Alpha if Item
Item Deleted Correlation Deleted
Family_1 ES1 294.620 1312.704 471 .969
Family 2 ES2 295.052 1308.040 A75 .969
Family 3 FE1 295.392 1303.921 .501 .969
Family 4 FE2 295.064 1307.990 485 .969
Family 5 FS1 295.230 1311.635 403 .969
Family 6 FS2 295.830 1311.519 .360 .969
Family 7 IS1 295.245 1305.979 486 .969
Family 8 1S2 295.044 1307.783 .505 .969
Family 9 RM1 295.654 1307.230 411 969
Family_10 RM2 295.305 1308.298 .385 .969
School 1 TI1 295.418 1303.272 512 .969
School 2 TI2 295.295 1308.489 456 .969
School_3 PI1 295.090 1308.426 490 .969
School_4_PI2 295.368 1308.665 420 .969
School_5_SAO1 295.216 1306.172 490 .969
School_6_SAO2 295.022 1306.212 521 .969
School_7_CGC1 295.112 1305.624 .548 .969

9GO0




School 8 CGC2
School_9 IS1
School_10_1S2
School_11 RM1
School_12_RM2
LMI_1_Locationl
LMI_2_Location2
LMI_3_Positionl
LMI_4 Position2
LMI_5 Salaryl
LMI_6_Salary2
LMI_7_WC1
LMI_8_WC2
LMI_9 Employabilityl
LMI_10_Employability2
SocioE_1 SS1
SocioE_2_ SS2
SocioE_3 EG1
SocioE_4 _EG2
SocioE_5 SA1
SocioE_6_SA2
SE_1 _GS1
SE_2 GS2
SE_3 0l1

SE_4 OI2

SE_5 Planningl
SE_6_Planning2
SE_7_SA1
SE_8_SA2
SE_9_PS1
SE_10 _PS2
OE_1 EPB1
OE_2 EPB2

295.170
295.168
295.089
295.023
295.149
295.118
295.200
295.642
295.396
295.128
295.603

294.870

295.143
295.500

295.251
294914
294.923
295.200
295.277
294.986
295.083
295.465
295.123
295.051
295.012
295.047
294.979
295.159
295.009
295.549
295.030
294.880
295.110

99

1306.732
1309.604
1308.127
1307.999
1308.123
1308.511
1309.406
1305.282
1308.038
1306.649
1307.727

1309.968

1306.785
1305.934

1304.238
1305.848
1304.749
1303.890
1305.855
1304.400
1302.946
1305.244
1306.357
1306.330
1306.449
1304.558
1305.736
1305.272
1305.680
1309.800
1307.654
1307.511
1303.357

.515
401
481
.525
492
459
411
448
452
.518
439
573

.596
501

.555
.601
.533
574
.565
.623
.615
522
.537
.613
.633
.627
.634
.603
.621
421
.593
577
.590

.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969

.969

.969
.969

.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969




OE_3_EPB3

OE_4 EPB4

OE_5 EPB5
OE_6_CDMB1
OE_7_CDMB2
OE_8_CDMB3
OE_9 CDMB4
OE_10_CDMB5
SPT 1 TB1
SPT 2 TB2
SPT 3 TB3
SPT 4 TB4
SPT 5 NB1
SPT 6 NB2
SPT_7_NB3
SPT 8 VB1
SPT 9 VB2
SPT_10_VB3
Pl_1_Interestl
Pl_2_Interest2
P1_3_Recognitionl
P1_4 Recognition2
Pl 5 Performancel
Pl 6 Performance2
Pl_7_Competencel
P1_8 Competence2
Pl1_9 Genderl
Pl_10_Gender2
PI_11 SC1
PI_12_SC2

295.342
295.334
295.311
295.032
294.980
295.053
295.028
295.130
295.403
295.533
295.453
295.368
295.332
295.152
295.192
295.309
295.060
295.144
295.363
294.957
295.334
295.272
295.341
295.118
295.314
295.374
296.005
295.736
295.336
295.372

1302.386
1302.503
1305.173
1308.522
1307.344
1305.237
1306.412
1304.116
1303.564
1302.306
1303.960
1301.423
1301.671
1306.336
1303.982
1304.811
1306.791
1305.397
1305.574
1305.810
1304.625
1303.420
1307.412
1305.651
1304.118
1303.841
1306.812
1308.270
1307.857
1306.417

.568
.555
.530
.582
.624
.645
.628
.616
574
517
544
.615
.613
.569
.606
.539
.568
.581
.538
.613
575
.614
.504
.624
.621
.569
.368
.388
511
.533

.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
.969
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S8aERD MISME T-Test i€ BPHMOsFISICINS G sfengmeiafans

Group Statistics
Std. Error
Sex M Mean Std. Deviation Mean
Mean_Family  Male 639 372149 63662 02518
Fermale aa1 37133 54280 01829
Independent Samples Test
Levene's Test for Equality of
Variances ttest for Equality of Means
95% Confidence Interval of the
Mean Stdl. Error Difference
F Sig. 1 df Sig. (2-tailed) Difference Difference Lower Upper
Mean_Family Equalvariances assumed 8.017 .0os 284 1518 J76 .00863 .03035 -.05080 .06B16
Equalvariances not assumed 277 | 1238537 782 .00863 03112 -.05243 06869
Group Statistics
Std. Error
Sex M Mean Std. Deviation Mean
Mean_School  Male 639 3.7560 69095 02733
Female aa1 3.8038 52784 01778
Independent Samples Test
Levene's Test for Equality of
Variances ttestfor Equality of Means
95% Confidence Interval ofthe
Mean Std. Error Difference
F Sig. t df Sig. (2-tailed) Difference Difference Lower Upper
Mean_School  Equalvariances assumed 25832 .ooo -1.528 1518 126 -.04782 03127 -10816 01352
Equalvariances not assumed -1.467 | 1143.837 143 -.04782 03261 -11180 01616
Group Statistics
Std. Error
Sax M Mean Std. Deviation Mean
Mean_LMI  Male 639 370820 G4644 02557
Female a8a81 36515 50197 01691
Independent Samples Test
Levene's Test for Equality of
Variances ttestfor Equality of Means
95% Confidence Interval of the
Mean Std. Error Difference
F Sig. t df Sig. (2-tailed) Difference Difference Lower Upper
Mean_LMI  Equalvariances assumed 18.375 ooo 1.915 1518 056 05645 02947 -.00136 11426
Equalvariances not assumed 1.841 [ 1157.570 {066 05645 03066 -.00370 11660
Group Statistics
Std. Error
Sex M Mean Stal. Deviation Mean
Mean_SocioEco  Male f39 3.8683 BE361 02744
Female 281 39175 53714 01810

Independent Samples Test

Levene's Test for Equality of
Variances t+test for Equality of Means
95% Confidence Interval of the
Mean Std. Error Difference
F Sig. t df Sig. (2-tailed) Difference Difference Lower Upper
Mean_SocioEco  Equal variances assumed 25173 000 -1.559 1518 118 -.04823 03158 -11118 01272
Equal variances not assumed -1.488 | 1155266 134 -.04823 03287 - 11372 01526
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Group Statistics

Std. Error
Sex M Mean Std. Deviation Mean
Mean_SelfEfficacy  Male 6349 3.8039 B1425 02430
Female 281 3.8285 AT468 015595
Independent Samples Test
Levene's Test for Equality of
Variances ttest for Equality of Means
95% Confidence Interval of the
Mean Stal. Errar Difference
F Sig t df Sig. (2-tailed) Difference Difference Lower Upper
Mean_SelfEfficacy  Equal variances assumed 14,961 .0oo -.880 1518 L3749 -.02458 02794 -.07839 03023
Equal variances not assumed -.845 | 1153.520 398 -.02458 02908 -.08165 03250
Group Statistics
Std. Error
Sex M Mean Std. Deviation Mean
Mean_CutcomeExp  Male 639 3.8299 G4967 02570
Female 281 3.8482 A0486 0170
Independent Samples Test
Levene's Test for Equality of
“ariances t-test for Equality of Means
95% Confidence Interval of the
Mean Std. Errar Difference
F Sig. t df Sig. (2-tailed) Difference Difference Lower Upper
Mean_OutcomeExp  Equal variances assumed 18.827 .ooo -618 1518 536 -01835 02963 -07647 03977
Equal variances not assumed -585 | 1158.209 552 -.01835 03082 -.07882 04212
Group Statistics
Std. Error
Sex M Mean Std. Deviation Mean
Mean_SelfPercieveTalent  Male £39 36817 G7538 02672
Female 281 3.6547 SE058 01888
Independent Samples Test
Levene's Test for Equality of
Variances t-test for Equality of Means
95% Confidence Interval of the
Mean Stel. Error Difference
F Sig. t df Sig. (2-tailed) Difference Difference Lower Upper
Mean_SelfPercieveTalent  Equalvariances assumed 12.467 0oo 848 1518 396 02698 03177 -.03534 08930
Equal variances not assumed 825 | 1214875 410 02698 03272 -.03721 09117
Group Statistics
Std. Error
Sex M Mean Std. Deviation Mean
Mean_Personalldentity  Male 6349 36549 62854 02486
Female aa1 35323 A181 017486
Independent Samples Test

Levene's Testfor Equality of

“ariances t-test for Equality of Means
95% Confidence Interval of the
Mean Std. Error Difference
F Sig t df Sig. (2-tailed) Difference Difference Lower Upper
Mean_Personalldentity  Equal variances assumed 11.167 001 4163 1518 000 12267 02947 06487 18048
Equal variances not assumed 4.038 | 1208.941 000 12267 03038 06307 18228
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sas$ec] MISME One-Way-Anova

e EMmnS SIS BINaneIniBnnness; igstenmsiagans

ANOVA
Mean_External
Sum of
Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
Between Groups 24922 A 584 2.561 026
Within Groups 345423 1514 228
Total 348.344 15149

Multiple Comparisons

Dependent Variahle: Mean_External

Bonferroni
~ Mean 95% Confidence Interval
Difference (-
il Family Qccupation ()1 Family Occupation J) _ Std. Error Sig. Lower Bound | Upper Bound
Government Official Private Official 20644 0B357 018 0185 3933
MGO's Official 6252 54149 1.000 -.2808 6158
Own Business 07524 04457 1.000 -.0558 2063
Farmer 03128 03461 1.000 -.0705 330
Others 03562 10430 1.000 -2710 3422
Private Official Government Official - 20644 6357 018 -3933 -.0185
MGO's Official -.043492 6093 1.000 - 5170 4282
Own Business -131149 06412 B14 -.31487 0573
Farmer 17516 05764 036 -3445 -.0057
Others -17082 11403 1.000 - 5061 1644
MGO's Official Government Official - 16252 6418 1.000 -B158 .2908
Private Official 04382 16093 1.000 -4292 A170
Own Business -.08727 5441 1.000 -5412 3667
Farmer - 13124 5184 1.000 - 5776 3151
Others - 126490 18093 1.000 - 65838 4050
Own Business Government Official -.07524 04457 1.000 -.2063 0558
Private Official 31149 06412 14 -0573 3187
MGO's Official 08727 5441 1.000 - 3667 412
Farmer -.04397 03560 1.000 - 1486 0607
Others -.03963 10463 1.000 -3472 2680
Farmer Gaovernment Official -.03128 03461 1.000 -1330 0705
Private Official ATE1E 05764 036 D0&7 3446
MGO's Official 13124 15184 1.000 Sch LN A7T6
Own Business 04387 03560 1.000 - 0607 1486
Others 00434 0079 1.000 -.2920 3007
Others Government Official -.03562 0430 1.000 -.3422 2710
Private Official A7082 11403 1.000 - 1644 5061
MGO's Official 2680 18093 1.000 - 4050 6588
Own Business 03963 10463 1.000 - 2680 3472
Farmer -.00434 10074 1.000 -.3007 2520

* The mean difference is significant atthe 0.05 level.
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ANOVA

Mean_Internal
Sum of
Squares df Mean Square F Sig.

Eetween Groups 2.608 ] &02 2.062 068

Within Groups 368.217 1514 243

Total arn.T25 15149

Multiple Comparisons
DependentYariable: Mean_Internal
Bonferroni
~ Mean 95% Confidence Interval
Difference (-

() Family Cccupation  (J) Family Qccupation J) Std. Error Sig. Lower Bound | UpperBound

Government Official Private Official AT76EA2 06564 108 -.0165 3695
MGO's Official 16556 158149 1.000 -.3024 6336
Own Business 10606 04602 320 -.0292 2413
Farmer 05183 03574 1.000 -0531 1570
Others 0731 0769 1.000 -.2435 3897

Private Official Government Official - 17652 BG4 04 -. 3695 0165
MGO's Official -.01096 6614 1.000 -.4594 ATTE
Own Business -07046 0EE20 1.000 - 2651 1242
Farmer -124549 05851 547 -.29496 .0504
Others -10340 1773 1.000 - 4495 2427

MGO's Official Government Official - 16556 58149 1.000 -6336 3024
Private Official 01096 16615 1.000 - 4775 4554
Own Business -.054950 15643 1.000 -.5282 4092
Farmer - 11363 ABGETT 1.000 -6745 3472
Others -08245 18680 1.000 -G416 ABGT

Own Business Government Official - 10606 04602 320 -2413 0282
Private Official 07046 6620 1.000 -1242 2651
MGO's Official 054850 15643 1.000 -.4092 5282
Farmer -05413 03675 1.000 - 1822 0538
Others -03294 10BD3 1.000 -.35805 28486

Farmer Government Official -.05193 03574 1.000 -1570 0531
Private Official 12459 05851 547 -.0504 25895
MGO's Official 11363 AE6TT 1.000 -.3472 5745
Own Business 05413 03675 1.000 -.0538 1622
Others 021149 10406 1.000 -.2847 327

Others Government Official -.07311 07649 1.000 -.3897 .2435
Private Official 10340 1773 1.000 -.2427 4495
MGO's Official 08245 JBEBD 1.000 - 4567 B416
Own Business 03204 10803 1.000 - 2845 3505
Farmer -02118 10406 1.000 =327 2847
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