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Abstract

National policy and education policy set out to provide free education services for
at least nine years in public schools to promote and encourage all children to have access
to education at school. However, parents still have to pay for their children's education,
both directly and indirectly. As more money is spent, it will negatively affect the economy,
emotions, and decisions of students and parents. In this study, the researchers focused
on the issues of students 'study time, the challenges of school expenses, and the
involvement of schools in reducing the cost of students' education, especially poor
students at the lower secondary level in Kampong Speu province. To ensure the results of
this research are more in-depth and reliable, the researchers used quantitative,
guantitative, and qualitative methods to collect and analyze data obtained from students,
parents, guardians, school management, and teachers. They are teaching at 3 lower
secondary schools in Kampong Speu province, a total of 173 students. On the other hand,
observations are carefully observed.

As a result, this study shows that the study expenses of secondary school students
in Kampong Speu province have four main reasons: First: Daily expenses ( on food/shacks,
part-time study, bicycle parking, motorcycle parking, transportation). Second: School
expenses (on teachers, teaching materials/purchasing lessons, teachers, exam
papers/exam papers, tracking books, fundraising, electricity, fines, absences, and late
arrivals in cash). Third: Spending early school year on school uniforms (such as daily
uniforms, sports uniforms, sneakers to school, sports shoes, and student cards) on study

materials (Such as backpacks, notebooks, reading books, exercise books, pens, pencils,

XiX



lines... book covers) on Enrollment (such as application form and photo). Fourth:
Additional costs (on the supply of study materials, classroom supplies, bicycle/motorcycle
repairs, and program design). Among them, the highest cost is daily expenses. At the
same time, the cost of students' education is at a moderate level, especially in the
economic field. The results show that the student family spends about 10.72% of their
child's education on monthly expenses, which indicates that these costs are also a serious
challenge. It is even more difficult for families with poor conditions, low incomes, debt, and
many children in school to double the cost. These challenges negatively impact student
confidence and parental decisions. The school is very important to directly address and
engage the community, Stakeholders appreciate the school's involvement. School
management and teachers always use tactics to mobilize the philanthropic community to
participate in the school process with confidence and transparency. For example, the
provision of study materials, budgets, and motivation to provide a good feeling, reduce
unnecessary school expenses, restrict class fundraising that is not beneficial for students,
identify really poor students, and think Students face difficulties as a priority.

Overall, this study found the situation of the main expenditures and challenges on
the study expenses of students in Kampong Speu province as well as provided
experiences, ideas, and information for school leaders to find strategies in Participation in
reducing the cost of study of students, especially focusing on students who have a poor
standard of living and face dropout. This study is critical not only for lower secondary
schools in Kampong Speu but also to be useful information in the education sector as a

whole as a basis for identifying targeted issues and solving problems promptly.
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