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TEACHING THINKING SKILLS
Theory and Practice

JOAN BOYKOFF BARON Connecticut State Department of Education
ROBERT J. STERNBERG Yale University

Recent government reports and national test score studies indicate that children’s
thinking skills are lagging behind rote memory skills. While today’s students do
well in reading for literal meaning, their performance drops substantially when
they are asked to evaluate, integrate, and infer meaning from what they read.
Furthermore, they have difficulty solving problems and formulating and sup-
porting arguments.

Can anything be done to reverse this pattern, or is effective thinking an endan-
gered skill?

Teaching Thinking Skills presents essays by ten eminent psychologists, educators,
and philosophers that unite classical and modern theories of thought with the
latest practical approaches to the learning and teaching of thinking skills. It offers
workable models and programs for developing in children, teens, and adults the
abilities to solve problems, evaluate information and arguments, and make in-
formed decisions. The book focuses on the foundations of critical and creative
thinking, the teaching of thinking skills, descriptions of promising training pro-
grams in thinking, and the evaluation of thinking skills in the classroom. It offers
various exercises and strategies that can be performed outside as well as inside the
classroom setting and that range from those designed for young children to those
suitable for adults.

Teaching Thinking Skills focuses on theory and practice and shows how theories
of thinking can be put to work. It addresses educators, administrators, psycholo-
gists, philosophers, and anyone else interested in this increasingly important topic.

JOAN BOYKOFF BARON, a former high-school English teacher, is Director
of the Connecticut Assessment of Educational Progress Program at the Con-
necticut State Department of Education. She received an A.B. and an A.M. from
the University of Michigan and a Ph.D. from the University of Connecticut.
She has authored and co-authored articles on educational evaluation that have
appeared in Phi Delta Kappan, Educational Leadership, and Educational Measure-
ment: Issues and Practice.

ROBERT ]. STERNBERG is IBM Professor of Psychology and Education at
Yale University. He received a B.A. from Yale and a Ph.D. from Stanford Uni-
versity. Professor Sternberg’s many professional honors and awards include a
John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Fellowship (1985-1986), a Distinguished Scholar
Award of the National Association for Gifted Children (1985), a listing as one of
the “Top Young Scientists in the U.S.” in Science Digest, and a Distinguished
Scientific Award for an Early Career Contribution to Psychology of the Ameri-
can Psychological Association (1981). He is the editor of two additional volumes
published by W. H. Freeman and Company: Human Abilities: An Information Pro-
cessing Approach and Mechanisms of Cognitive Development.

B8 W. H. FREEMAN AND COMPANY
41 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10010
20 Beaumont Street, Oxford OX1 2NQ, England ISBN 0-7167-1791-3
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