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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study intend to reveal the teachers and students’ perspectives
on the integration of mother tongue in teaching and learning English at Secondary School
in Kampong Cham Province and the degrees of using it.

The research methodology used in this study is quantitative method. The
guestionnaires were designed to collect the data from 5 upper-secondary schools and 7
lower-secondary schools in Batheay district, Kampong Cham province with the total
number of 292 samples, 42 teachers of English and 250 students. The data analysis is
focused on mean and percentage of each part in the questionnaires with Likert Scale.

According to the research result, teachers of English and students thought that
mother tongue, Khmer, played an important role in teaching and learning English at
Secondary school. Teachers like to use bother Khmer and English in their teaching. They
use Khmer to explain difficult ideas or points, to manage their class, and to give feedback
to their students so on. In addition, teachers believed that using Knmer helps students
learn vocabulary, grammar, reading skill, and writing skill and it is also used to reduce
students’ stress and fear. The students also strongly agreed with all mentioned above.
They thought that Khmer helps them learn listening skill and speaking skill, too. The
research result also showed the teachers and students’ perception on the level of using
Khmer and the real use of it. 81.0% teachers and 75.2% students think that Khmer should
be used from 20-59% in English class but 80.9% teachers and 66.8% students use Khmer

from 40-79% in their real teaching and learning.

XV



In short, the integration of mother tongue in teaching and learning English at
Secondary School is a vital method to improve the process of teaching and learning

English. It is also appropriate for the ability and the numbers of major teachers and

students” knowledge in Cambodia.

( Keyword': Integration, Mother tongue, Teaching English, Learning English)
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